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Dear Professor Chiarellotto, 
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I am very pleased to send you an evaluation of your department based on the document 
Departmental Research Review Form (SCRI-RD) that was sent to the members of the 
evaluation panel a few months ago. 

First, let me thank the department tor the decision of having an external assessment of 
its scientific pian tor the period 2016-2018, and tor the preparation of the documents. 

Research 

I find the overall scientific quality of the DM very good. lt builds upon a longstanding 
mathematical tradition at the University of Padova. However, the DM is facing some 
challenges. The boundaries between areas of mathematics are becoming less clear and 
moreover, interactions between different disciplines stronger. lt would be therefore 
desirable to discuss plans for clustering the very many existing research lines in the DM, 
and policies to promote those with a higher level of excellence and impact. lnitiatives 
towards increasing collaborations between the mathematical areas and informatics are 
also recommended. 

The faculty has a rather high level of publications. In 2018, about one third of the papers 
are published in A grade journals. lnvitations to international conferences, participation 
in editoria! boards of scientific journals and in scientific committees of international 
conferences are numerous. However, examples of significant or distinguished 
leadership are not highlighted in the report, making difficult the assessment of the 
international visibility and impact of the research of the DM. 

The scientific production is one of the most important outcomes of the research activity 
of a department. Having tables extending over the whole assessment period and a 
bibliometric analysis would help to get a more precise picture of the development of the 
scientifìc pian, the nature of the research within the department, and its relevance. 

According to the data provided by the DM, in 2018, the number of academic staff is 116, 
while the number of PhD students is 44. This gives a rather low ratio. lt seems that the 
faculty has capacity tor more PhD projects. lt is unclear whether this is due to the lack of 
enough funding tor doctoral students. 
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Organlsation 

The raie of the CSI and CR committees seem to have been instrumental in creating and 
implementing successful plans far recruitment and tor promotion of research that are 
already giving fruits, particularly in the increase of international activities of the 
department. Having a good strategie pian would allow the DM to be successful in 
competing for funds and positions within the university. The DM should make efforts to 
support applications to grants where institutional support is needed (e.g. ERC). 

The infrastructures and facilities of the department are excellent, making the piace 
attractive to visitors. 

Activities tor the soclety 

The DM has a proactive outreach policy to attract young people to mathematics and, in 
generai, to increase awareness of mathematics in the society. Severa! successful 
activities have been organized. lt is recommended to maintain these initiatives and, if 
possible, even to increase the number. Part of these activities may play an important 
role In the increase of the attraction of PhD students. 

Suggestlons for improvement of the evaluatlon exerclse 

~ 
Far future evaluations, a more extensive and analytic report on the activities of the DM, 
along with a self-assessment on ali the sections is highly recommended. This should be 
followed by a visit to the DM of the evaluation panel with intervìews with representatives 
from the research groups, graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. 

I hope this report is of some help and wish the DM the best success. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marta Sanz-Solé 

Barcelona, May 15, 2019 
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